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The Board of aietece approves budget cuts and the smoking ban 


BY JULIE VARNEY 


Budget Cuts 


The Board of Trustees at its Dec. 3 meeting 
approved the college's budget for the upcoming 
year including $1.23 million of budget cuts, 
which equals a reduction of roughly 3 percent of 
the college's budget. 

These cuts are the result of the reduction in 
the budget appropriation the college receives 
from the state, which was announced in October. 

“We are facing some very difficult chal- 
lenges with the budget,” President David Hartleb 
said. 

The fiscal year ‘09 budget for NECC includ- 
ed cuts in departments such as Academic Affairs, 
Enrollment Management and Student Services, 
Administration and Finance, the President's 
office and Workforce Development and 
Continuing Education. 

Faculty and Staff Development took the 
largest percentage cut, losing 18 percent, or 
$20,000, of its budget. 

Cuts were also made in the Human 
Resources, Institutional Research and 
Information Technology departments. 

According to Hartleb cuts were made in 
travel, copying, office, computer and library 
e : 
Hartleb said one of the biggest cuts would 
come from the college's heating bill. 

By reducing the temperature in all buildings 
to 68 degrees the college will save $120,000 a 
year, according to Sue Wolfe, vice president of 


administration and finance. 

Layoffs are also a result of these budget cuts. 

According to Hartleb, the budget cuts 
include the elimination of three full-time staff 
positions. 

Hartleb declined to identify which positions 
were cut. 

The college has also eliminated two security 
guard positions, one each from Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. 

Chief of Security Bill Blouin was able to 
eliminate those positions without laying off any 
guards as a result of cutting shifts and pooling 
hours for those currently employed. 

Hartleb said the college would also save 
money by eliminating unfilled positions that are 
currently vacant. 

The college will also reduce the hours of 
work for a number of part-time employees, par- 
ticularly in Enrollment and Student Services, 
according to Hartleb. 

Hartleb also said he wants to create more 
efficiency in scheduling and classes by having 
classes that are really full as opposed to those 
that are not. 


Hartleb said “there is a bright side,” in that 
the increase in enrollment this year has led to 
$100,000 more in revenue as a result of tuition 
and that money is being used to offset the budg- 
et cuts. 


News Editor 


The NECC Board of Trustees voted unan- 
imously at its Nov. 5 meeting to approve 
President David Hartleb's proposed smoking 
ban, despite continuing student efforts to 
strike a compromise. 

“T's final,” Hartleb said, referring to the 
campus-wide smoking ban that will take effect 
next semester. 

“Tt had to do with the health of employees 
and students,” Hartleb stated as the reason for 
implementing this ban. 

“The harmful effects of second-hand 
smoke are well documented, as are the effects 
of smoking on the smoker,” Hartleb said. 

Smoking cessation programs will be intro- 
duced in the spring as part of implementing 
this new policy. 

Hartleb didn't know the specifics of the 
programs but he said they would involve free 
classes held on campus. 

“Tt's an educational opportunity,” Hartleb 
said. 

In regards to the Students for a 
Democratic Society's Nov. 19 'smoke-in' for a 
compromise to the smoking ban Hartleb said, 
“To come to us and say 'Can we have a com- 
promise?’ when we've already voted on it...it's 
a final decision.” 

“From my perspective we spent all last 
[spring] semester discussing it. We had open 
meetings, people came and we had discus- 


Smoking Ban 


sion,” Hartleb said. 

The Student Senate still hopes to work for 
a compromise on the issue. 

“Tt's a major concern for students, and fac- 
ulty as well. It's more detrimental to the col- 
lege. People will be coming to class late 
because they have to go out to their car to 
smoke on breaks,” Student Senator Bill 
Haslett said at the Dec. 3 senate meeting. 

Under the new smoke-free policy the only 
place smoking will be allowed is in private 
vehicles. 

The policy prohibits smoking everywhere 
on campus, within “all college grounds, build- 
ings and property including college vehicles.” 

This includes the college's main campus in 
Haverhill as well as its two satellite campuses 
in Lawrence. 

Starting this spring there will be a “soft 
opening to the policy,” according to Hartleb. 

“We're not going to do anything but ask 
people to cooperate. The policy is in effect and 
we are going to ask people to please observe 
the policy...if security sees them [smoking,] 
they'll inform them,” Hartleb said. 

The smoke-free policy will be fully 
enforced in the fall of 2009. 

NECC is now the second state college to 
ban smoking everywhere on campus, joining 
Mount Wachusett Community College in 
Gardner. 
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Editor’s farewell 


Instead of the usual fare I’ve 
decided to step outside of the box a 
little. Normally this space is used for 
an editorial, the unsigned opinion of 
the newspaper. Today, however, it 
will not be a collective opinion, but 
rather a singular voice with a mes- 
sage. 

I, Daniel Potocki, have worked 
on the NECC Observer for two 
years, and for the last year I have 
been in charge. I’ve been the Trends 
Editor, the Opinions Editor, and the 
Editor in Chief. While on the paper I 
have traveled the country, and had 
many sleepless nights on deadline. 
I’ve worked with a hippie, who. was 
against shoes; a conservative that 
wants to be an accountant; and a 
comic book amateur philosopher. 

These people have grown from 
just a motley rogues galley of some- 
what anti-social miscreants, to what 
I consider to be members of my 
extended family. It has been my deep 
and pleasurable honor to work with 


all of them, and to get to know them 
through the stories we wrote. 

It has also been my pleasure to 
work with the fine folks at NECC 
both student and faculty alike. It 
wasn’t always easy, and disagree- 
ments were frequent, but it was 
never boring and that’s all that really 
matters. 

In closing I’d like to use my 
farewell address, in the line of 
President Lyndon B. Johnson, to 
give a stern warning. Many young 
people have turned away from poli- 
tics and social issues in favor of 
more entertaining things like TV 
shows and movies. I for one am all 
for entertainment but we must not 
allow ourselves to be lulled too 
deeply into sleep. We must watch 
those who claim to protect us, and 
we must live each and every day 
with an awareness of the weight of 
our freedom and how easily it is lost. 
Journalists tend to get a bad rap 
these days, but the good ones work 
for the community not against it and 
I encourage anyone with the guts to 
give it a try. 
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Publication schedule 


The next issue of the NECC Observer will be published after the 
winter break, on Jan. 21. The spring 2009 semester schedule is 
detailed below. 

Issue Publication Date 

#9 Jan. 21 

#10 Feb. 4 

#11 Feb. 25 

#12 Mar. 11 

#13 Apr. 1 

#14 Apr. 15 

#15 Apr. 29 

# 16 May 6 


Ad/Copy Deadline 

Jan. 12 
Jan. 28 
Feb. 18 
Mar. 4 

Mar. 25 
Apr. 8 

Apr. 22 
Apr. 29 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer @necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Benjamin Wright, General 
Studies 

“Well the world is probably going 
to end. I like Barack Obama as a 
guy, but I don’t agree with his 


policies.” 


Alyssa Gilliam, Liberal Arts Cristina Napoli, Journalism 

“T didn’t like it, there’s too much “It’s been insane, I’m going to be 
bad in the world. And Barack very sh a for the winter break.” 
Obama is going to destroy the 

world.” 
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Robert Buxton, General Studies 
“Tt was a big year, there was so 
much that went on. I can’t wait 
for it to be over. I like the end 
result of the presidential cam- 
paign, but it was a bit tiring.” 


Christian Ramos, Illustration 
“Two words: ‘Dark Knight” 


Corey Giachereau, Media 
Design 

“If you removed the year 2008 
from history nothing important 
would happen.” 
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This year definitely had its moments 


A look back at some 
noteworthy events 


this year. 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


Yes unfor- 
tunately or for- 
tunately 
depending on 
where you 
stand, 2008 has 
basically come 
and gone at this 
I don’t 


be anything too 
exciting that will happen i in the mere 
weeks remaining so I feel it’s pretty 
fitting to look back at the roller coast- 
er ride which was 2008. 

First and foremost the 800 pound 
gorilla in the room was the soap 
opera known as the 2008 elections. 
The election was probably the best 
drama on the TV this year with so 
many twists and turns and unexpect- 
ed characters it started to feel like a 
Quentin Tarantino movie. It’s all star 
cast included a bitter former first lady 


(John McCain), a candidate more fit 
to be a rockstar (Barack Obama), the 
poor man’s Ronald Reagan (Fred 
Thompson),-a Chuck Norris aficiona- 
do (Mike Huckabee), the dude who 


will never quit (Ralph Nader will get. 


his day in the sun, sooner rather than 
later), the best politician you’ve 
never heard of (Ron Paul) and most 
importantly a hockey mom (you 
know). 

The only other television show 
that could hold a candle to it was 
Saturday Night Live due to the return 
of the lovely and always funny Tina 
Fey and her impersonation of Sarah 
Palin. Fey’s mimicry of Palin was so 
spot on that it was starting to get hard 
to tell them apart. It got to the point 
that some felt like Fey should run for 
office I mean if Palin was running 
then Fey also had the credentials. It 
wasn’t just Palin either as SNL also 
spoofed Obama, McCain and inim- 
itable Nader (Bill Hader as funny as 
ever). Now that I think about it a lit- 
tle more Fey’s running mate 
should’ve been Stephen. Colbert, I 
mean politics are a joke so who can 
beat that ticket. Yeah I couldn’t come 
up with a better ticket either. 

Which brings me back to Palin, 
what is she going to do now that she 
is a celebrity (well sort of) and has 
been exposed to a world beyond 


moose and hockey? There have been 
talks of her possibly running for 
office in 2012, but aside from cam- 
paigning she needs to do something 
else in the meantime. There have 
also been talks of her getting a talk 
show and some have already dubbed 
her the next Oprah. Perhaps her first 
guest should be Fey or better yet 
George W. Bush. 

Bush is somebody else who 
should begin contemplating his next 
move. Eight years and an Oliver 
Stone biopic later since being 
unleashed unto an unsuspecting pub- 
lic, what has been Bush’s legacy? I 
mean alcohol, cocaine and funny say- 
ings aside what will he be remem- 
bered for? He went from having the 
highest approval rating to the lowest 
rating ever for a president, which 
could be something noteworthy. His 
2003 aircraft stunt, declaring mission 
accomplished in Iraq despite that 
Saddam hadn’t been captured- is 
fondly remembered. Pointless wars 
with no end in sight could be another 
one. Completely botching the rescue 
effort in New Orleans after hurricane 
Katrina stands out as well. It’s either 
that or how he was a puppet for guys 
like Karl Rove and other political 
masterminds. 

The future remains uncertain for 
the lone star state native, will he 


(Hillary Clinton), a literal war hero 


Dear Editor, 
At the most recent Contemporary Affairs Club meet- 
ing a discussion about the minimum class size arose. J am 
-personally involved with this issue and am glad that I had 
a chance to talk about it, and hopefully my letter will help 


the administration realize they need to re-think this issue. 


‘Currently, I am taking Intro to French I and have 
signed up to take Intro to French II during the spring 
semester. The current minimum class size for level I and 
II classes is 15. I am positive that 15 people will not sign 
up for Intro to French II, and that will leave myself and 
the others who have signed up for the class left out to dry. 
Is this unfair, or does the administration look past the 
issue? I do not have the time to come here at night to take 
Italian or German, I do not want to drive to Lowell to take 
a class, and I do not want to take Spanish. If students are 
not capable of taking a level II language, many colleges 
will look at their transcript and the foreign language 
requirement will be left blank. This is because many col- 
leges require two levels of the same language to be taken 
for the student to receive credit. Without six credits with- 
in the foreign language area at NECC, I can not graduate, 
and if I don’t graduate I will feel that I have wasted my 
time by attending this college. 

Perhaps NECC could increase the size of a directed 


NECC should address class size issues | Resp 


study, which currently stands at five, or decrease the min- 
imum class size for level II courses, it is only fair. 

While I am typing, I would like to bring up another 
issue. Nearly all of the students at this college work on 
the weekends. Why can’t maintenance do the same? And 
if they de, why can’t they do a better job of it? During 
both fall semesters I have been here, the leaves have been 
collected during school hours. Numerous times, I have 
had difficulty hearing my professors while sitting in the 
front row because of the noisy lawn mowers outside. 
During the summer while.I took classes, the lawn was 
being mowed. Not only did I have to hear over the lawn 
mowers, the noisy air conditioners that are in many rooms 
around campus made it even harder to hear. In the winter, 
don’t just pile the snow at the end of the isles in the park- 
ing lot and wait for it to melt; remove the mountains of 
snow during the weekends when students are not here. It 
is a visual distraction that only adds to the horrific combi- 
nation of college drivers and winter weather. 

I hope I have given you plenty to think about and con- 
sider over the break. Thank you for lowering my risk of 
inhaling asbestos by replacing the floors, now please look 
at these other issues, they need to be addressed. 

Thank you, 

Seth Dallaire 


Students invited to join self study 


Dear Students of Northern Essex: 

As you may know the college is about to engage in a 
self study to fulfill the requirements of the New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) for 
accreditation, a task to be completed by 2010. What you 
may not know is what this means and what role you may 
play in this effort. 

The self study is a process through which we will 
appraise our areas of strengths as a college as well as 
those areas in need of improvements. Many of the compo- 
nents to this assessment have been and continue to be 
explored through the collective efforts of Appreciative 
Inquiry, Program Review, Process Management, the 
Achieving the Dream Initiative, Strategic Planning and 
the Areas of Excellence in the Academic Master Plan. 
How is this self study different? This process encompass- 
es all of the others and results in a comprehensive analy- 
sis, appreciation and understanding of: 

What we do at the college? 

Why'‘we do what we do? 

The ways we do it. 

How do we know it works? 

You are encouraged to play an active role in this 
process. We are inviting you to serve as a member of the 
steering committee. These are the individuals who will 
coordinate the efforts to examine the accreditation stan- 
dards set forth by NEASC. It is a phenomenal opportuni- 
ty to be involved in a candid, honest, open and public look 


. 


at Northern Essex Community College. The work we do 
will guide the college. All Steering Committee members 
will meet off campus at the Haverhill Country Club on 
January 7th and 8th and lay the foundation for the com- 
mittee work that will begin in the spring 2009 semester. 
During this winter retreat, assignments will be determined 
~ by your interests ~ to serve on one of the committees 
addressing the 11 standards for accreditation as set forth 
by NEASC. 

Who should seek to be on the Steering Committee? 
YOU, if you have a vested interest in the college’s work, 
can make a commitment of time and energy to the 
process, are curious about the inner workings of the col- 
lege, enjoy meeting and working with colleagues, and 
wish to be part of a larger community. 

If you can make the commitment to the collese and 
would like to serve as a member of the Steering 
Committee, please send an email directly to Maggie 
Lucey (mlucey@necc.mass.edu) by Dec. 22. There will 
be an open meeting to discuss the steering committee and 
the work involved held on Monday, Dec. 22 at 11 a.m. in 
the Top Notch Theatre, 3rd floor C Building. 

We look forward to working with all of you through- 
out the process. 

Thank you. 

Jim Murphy and Judith Kamber, 

Co-Chairs, NEASC Accreditation Self-Study 


retreat to his Crawford, Texas ranch 
and never reemerge or will he try his 
hand again at business. Will he write 
a tell all memoir revealing his true 
inner workings and detailing how the 
American presidency actually func- 
tions (I really, really hope he does) or 
will he pick up a political protégé and 
teach him his cowboy brand of lead- 
ership (that would be interesting 
also). Hey maybe he’ll get his own 
sitcom and finally have people laugh- 
ing with him instead of at him. It’s a 
sure fire way to put all those 
“Bushisms” to good work. 

What will happen to Dick 
Cheney when this is all done, that’s a 
question that definitely keeps me up 
at night. What we’ve learned from 
the last eight’years is that he had a bit 
of a temper, had good friends at 
Halliburton and I wouldn’t go hunt- 
ing with him. I mean whenever 
somebody has the power to shoot 
somebody in the face and then makes 
the victim apologize for getting shot, 
that’s when you know there are 
forces at work beyond our under- 
standing in Washington. 

But there was one guy who made 
all the difference in 2008, that man is 
Joe Wurzelbacher. Known to the 
masses as Joe the Plumber, he quick- 
ly became McCain’s backup plan 
after a series of dull debates. It 


onse to deli clerk 


seems like McCain’s political team 
felt Joe the Plumber was a clever 
visual metaphor for middle class 
Americans and small business own- 
ers. I don’t know how well he 
worked out in the end considering 
McCain losing the election, but for a 
few weeks there Joe the Plumber 
stood bravely and explained his 
stance on economics like a pro dur- 
ing interviews and claimed he dis- 
liked his new found fame. Last time 
I checked he had hired a publicist and 
was shopping for a recording con- 
tract to release his Country music 
album (which I would love to listen 
to and review, because it’ll be awe- 
somely American). Tito the Builder 
was another late effort creation from 
the McCain camp in order to appeal 
to Latino voters; he however was 
nowhere near as popular as Joe the 
Plumber. Maybe Palin will bring him 
back in 2012. 

This year was definitely an 
upgrade to 2007. We saw gas prices 
go from all time high to the lowest it 
has been in years ($10 gets me half of 
a tank), we have a our first Black 
president and the government is 
beginning to adopt more Socialist 
policies despite saying the contrary, 
so if anything it has made for a fasci- 
nating period of time to look back to 
one day and speculate. 


job description article 


Dear Mr. Lopez, 

Iam sorry to read that you are not 
enjoying your job as a deli clerk. 
Given the state of the economy, per- 
haps you should be happy to have a 
job. Not everyone is fortunate enough 
to be working. While I enjoy the 
satire of your opinions, be careful not 
to mock the hands that feed you so to 
speak. Those same deli customers are 


- driving sales in the store and in our 


economy and without them you 
would not be there. 

Perhaps what is disconcerting is 
the way you deprecate yourself. I 
interview hundreds of potential job 
seekers each year and a disturbing 
trend is developing. What ever hap- 


pened to speaking positively about 
your accomplishments and responsi- 
bilities when describing your job? I 
fear that one day when you do inter- 
view for the journalism job you seek, 
you will say, “I only worked at a 
deli.” As a recruiter I hear “I will not 
do well at entry level jobs.” 

Hopefully you will in the future 
be able to say “I worked my way 
through school as a deli clerk and I 
am proud of it.” Keep up with your 
writing. It is definitely your strength. 
Don’t let your attitude toward work 
keep you from your passion. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick Obertin 


The conflicts of freedom 


Dear Editor, 

I’m writing you to place a 
response to the article written by 
Daniel Potocki entitled “Americans 
Take Freedom for Granted.” Daniel 
made very incisive comments 
towards some of the population’s 
inability to allow freedoms they 
themselves do not deem necessary for 
their “pursuit of happiness.” What is 
unfortunate is that very little of what 
I read surprises me. Freedoms often 
conflict with one another, and this 
leads to political messiness when one 
considers the large scale dilemma the 
word “freedom” causes. How does 
one solve an issue such as smoking in 
public or private establishments 
when one party smokes, the other 
doesn’t, and both make relevant argu- 
ments as to why their perspective is 
extremely important? The non- 
smoker of course wishes to keep h is 
or her personal health in mind, or per- 
haps finds the smell of smoke repul- 
sive, both of which are perfectly 
understandable points. However, on 
the other end of the disagreement, the 
smoker is made to feel like a pariah, 
told his habit is on which is a social 
blemish and threatens the “health 
conscious” portion of our society. 


Both simply claim their “freedom” is 
in jeopardy. 

From what Ihave came to under- 
stand, “freedom” seems like an 
increasingly subjective ideal, bent to 
fit personal whims and contorted to 
appease the larger group in an argu- 
ment. Hypocrisy is, of course, noth- 
ing new either. One can simply cite 
the fact that as a constitution was 
drafted to guide and govern a “free” 
nation that turned out to be the United © 
States, we still held slaves in 
bondage. If those who had drafted 
our constitution sought to free all 
slaves at that point in time, who’s to 
say how long-lives this supposed 
“democracy” of ours would have last- 
ed before it fell flat on its face? 
Surely some plantation owners would 
have been mad that their “freedom to 
prosper” was clutched from under- 
neath them. 

Freedom is an ideal that at times 
seems almost impossible to grasp in 
its absoluteness, it being as elusive as 
it is inspiring. Thanks again Daniel 
for offering insight and raising a 
question which is absolutely neces- 
sary to analyze. 

Sincerely, 

Derek Nastasia 
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Holiday volunteers 


Via charities and 
donations everyone 
enjoys the holidays 


By RYAN JACKSON 
Contributing Reporter 


The holiday 
season to most 
people is a time 
- for family, 
friends and of 
_ course, gifts. 

Whether it be 
receiving or giv- 
ing gifts, this 
‘time of year 
tends to bring out the shopper in all 
of us. But some might agree the most 
important gift a person could give, is 
a better holiday for those less fortu- 
aate. 

Charities and donations such as 
“Toys for Tots” and “The Salvation 
Army” have been helping to better 
the lives of others during the holidays 
for a number of years. That is why it 
is almost a certainty that as soon as 
we put Thanksgiving behind us, we 
can plan to see the selfless men and 
women who stand proud, ringing 
their bells in front of local grocery 
stores, collecting money for the less 
fortunate, and offering a jovial salu- 
zation to every person passing by. 


These are the volunteers of the 
“Salvation Army”. 

Ted Liacos, an Amesbury resi- 
dent, and a volunteer for the 
“Salvation Army” for the past four 
years feels this is something very 
important. 

“Tt makes me feel good, you 
know?” said Liacos, “There’s a lot of 
people who don’t have a lot, and it 
does me good to give back.” 

Do the long hours, numerous 
shifts, and the occasional “Scrooge”, 
ruin this work for him? Absolutely 
not. 

Liacos remarks “It gets frustrat- 
ing when you say something as sim- 
ple as Happy Holidays, and people 
yell at you, pointing out that. not 
everyone celebrates the “holidays”. 
Which is true, but we don’t mean any 
harm by it.” Liacos continues, “The 


hours don’t bother me at all. This: 


work isn’t about keeping track of 
hours; I couldn’t even tell you how 
many hours I work in a day, because 
I’m not interested in that. It’s about 
doing something for someone other 
than yourself. I work almost every 
day of the week for either all day or 
most of the day, it doesn’t bother me 
any.” 

When asked if the economy had 
any effect on people’s donations this 
year Liacos said, “T’ll plead the fifth 
on that. I’m not here to say people 


aren’t giving as much as they should 


or anything, the economy has had | 


some effect on us, but we’ll leave it at 
that.” 

The four year veteran say$ he 
does indeed plan on coming back for 
a fifth year claiming he enjoys it too 
much to give it up. 

“The best days are the ones 
where its freezing out, and the little 
kids come up to you and give you a 
great big hug, thinking you work for 
Santa” said Liacos, “does me good, 
and it warms you right up, it makes 
what I do worth it.” - 

And of course the question we all 
wonder every year, does it ever get 
tiring swinging that bell all day? 
Liacos says after four years he has 
got it down to a science, altering 
hands about every twenty minutes. 
“There are days where you get tired 
but the key is switching hands and 
keeping warm. 

For men and women like Mr. 
Liacos, the holiday season is about 
more than the latest fashion or trend. 
It’s more about giving rather than 


. getting, and it doesn’t come with a 


price tag. For people like him, they 
do their work with a smile on their 
face, knowing that because of them, 
the unsung heroes of the holidays, 
they can.be assured that someone out 
there will have a better holiday, 
thanks to them. 


[ATTENTION NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 


AW nie Maas RAAT 2 RR ah, ROD 


AEN ass SASSO CA TOLLE SG Be aN 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facey, 


Must be able fo lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs. 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS. 
Start as a part-time package handler and discover a world of opportunity 
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Is greed really what 
naticates us all? 


We as people have 
lost touch with what 


really matters 


By STEPHEN PURPLE 
Staff Writer 


There is nothing more widely 
accepted and yet completely out- 
side the material world than money 
itself. According to. the United 
States Mint’s 2007 annual report, it 
costs $0.0167 to produce and dis-' 
tribute a penny. Three pennies cost 
one nickel to create and distribute 
to the public. How much back- 
wards thinking is involved for that 
idea to make sense? 

Then turn to the dime, the 
smallest coin in size. The price for 
one dime is $0.0409, about 2.5 
times the cost of the penny, but 
worth 10 times as much once both 
coins are circulated. 

This all exists solely in our 
minds. Everyone has adopted this 
sense of value in things such as 
paper and metals. The world needs 
to get back to what is real. I believe 
we need to reevaluate our society 
and its unhealthy obsession with 
money. 

Salaries are just another way of 
saying that your time is worth only 


so much. People devote their time — 


So eae 


in all sorts of ways, just to attain — 


more wealth: there are things to fix, 
businesses to build, houses to rent, 


We do all these things for money, 
for imaginary compensation. 
Money is good for one thing and 
one thing only: getting what you 
want. 

People can and do survive with- 


people to advise and lives to save. — 


out money, and the reason we have _ 


hunger and greed is because of 
money. Get rid of all currency. If I 
work to better society, then I 
deserve food, a space to live in and 
the same work from others. If I am 
hurt, I deserve to be helped just as 
I should be expected to help others 
when they are hurt. 

We live our lives based off of 
“If you’re good at 
something, never do it for free,” as 
the Joker put it in “The Dark 
Knight.” 


incentives; 


But why does that make sense 


to us? I say if you’re good at some- 
thing, do it for everyone. As long as 


society creates social contracts to 


care for each other, to be compas- 
sionate, to work hard, then we 
would have a fully operational sys- 
tem without money. I think that is 
something we should strive for, not 


scraps of metal and silly pieces of 


paper with faces on them. 


Get up to $15,000 


in College Education Assistance! 
* UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply. 
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‘ 
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i An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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NECC focus of caleae news abla 


By JULIE VARNEY 
News Editor 


David Hartleb 
announced no spring tuition increase 
and explained the college’s budget 
situation in a recent email sent to all 
students in response to local news 

coverage of the budget cuts at 

NECC. 

“IT am sure news about recent 
budget cuts has raised questions for 


President 


Student Senate questions itself 


- Senators express. 
frustrations about this 
semester, look forward 
to next — 


By JULIE VARNEY 
News Editor 


_ The Student Senate indicated 
they are experiencing an existential 
crisis this semester as senators ques- 
tioned what their purpose is. 

“We're the student senate, our 
voice is most important,” Senator 
Bill Haslett said at a recent meeting. 

“We’re not respected on cam- 
pus,” Senator Denya Blanco coun- 

ptered ss os ; ; 

One of the issues that had sena- 
tors expressing their frustrations at a 
recent meeting was the opening of 
the senate office in B108 for office 


Student debt grows as loans increase 


WASHINGTON(AP)- Already-high 
student loan rates are going to go up 
even more because of the bad econo- 
my, according to the Project on 
Student Debt, a group focused on 
cost-effective education. 

“Student debt was a big burden 
even before this economic down- 
turn,” said Edie Irons, communica- 
tions director for The Project on 
Student Debt. “With unemployment 
on the rise and wages not keeping up 
with the costs, it’s certainly going to 
be that much harder for students 
graduating now to stay afloat.” 

In total dollars, student loans 
were up 17 percent over last year. 
Nationally, almost 1.3 million more 
FASFA’s were submitted, according 
to the Information for Financial Aid 
Professionals Library, a government 
organization. 

_ The nation’s credit crunch will 
likely cause another increase. One- 
third of parents are slowing college 
savings because of declining home 
values and rising unemployment, 
leaving students with less money, 


according to a survey by TD, 


Ameritrade Holding Corp., an invest- 


Ambularice calls made 


you,” Hartleb said in the email dated 
Dec. 4. 

This news included two days of 
front-page stories on the college’s 
budget cuts from The Eagle Tribune 
on Dec. 2 and 3. 

Hartleb said hewas surprised it 


was a front-page story in the newspa- — 


per on two days in a row. 

“Tt must have been a slow news 
week,” Hartleb said at the recent 
Board of Trustees meeting. 

In the email Hartleb told students 


hours. 

“People don’t even know we 
exist,’ Senate President Brenda 
Caunter said, as one of the reasons 
for originally deciding to hold senate 
office hours. 

“What is the senate office there 
for, our reason for being there?” 
Senator Will Fisher said, in regards to 
why students don’t come by the sen- 
ate office. 

“We’re down there [in senate 
office] for a purpose...we need to try 
to make the student senate, the senate 
office, a more viable resource for stu- 
dents. We need to be more visible. 
We are here for the students, for their 
questions, complaints. We want to 
get people to go to the office,” 
Haslett said. 

Despite the recent frustrations of 
the senate, Vice President Babak 
Alian has hope that the senate will be 


more involved and active next 


ment firm. 

The United States is losing 
200,000 jobs per month, according to 
Jared Bernstein, an economist at the 
Economic Policy Institute. Graduates 
of all degree levels will be 8 percent 


less likely to be hired compared to ' 


last year, according to a study by the 
Collegiate Employment Research 
Institute at Michigan University. 

With money tight, students are 
relying on private and federal loans 
to get them through school, but fear 
graduation and paying off their debt. 

Yael Hartmann, 31, from 
Bethesda, Md., took out a $60,000 
loan for Columbia University’s 
School of International. Public 
Affairs, a master’s program. 


“I’m worried I’m not going to be, 


able to take a loan out next year 
because of the financial situation,” 
she said. “Even if I do, my interest 
rates will go up.” 

But getting a second loan is just 
the start of her worries. After gradua- 
tion, she hopes to get a job at the 
World Bank. 

“Tt’s competitive, especially in 
my market there have been a lot of 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been released to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security at the NECC campus 
in Haverhill. This log covers inci- 
dents between Nov. 15 through Dec. 
15. 

Novy. 26- A distraught person was 
reported at the bus stop on the 
Haverhill campus, 6:30 p.m. 


that the college had decided not to 
raise tuition for next semester 
“knowing how important it is that we 
remain affordable,” but with addi- 
tional upcoming budget cuts likely it 
“may necessitate bringing this dis- 
cussion back to the table.” 

Hartleb also told students that the 
college is “committed to insuring 
that they [budget cuts] will have no 
negative impact on the quality of the 
education you receive from this col- 
lege.” 


semester. 

Alian is planning a retreat for 
over the break to talk about what the 
senate wants to accomplish, and to 
start working on it, for next semester. 

“Think of how you can be of 
more assistance and make the [next] 
semester better,” Alian told his fel- 
low senators. 

“Our obligation on: the senate is 
to focus more on students, to voice 


their concerns, be the voice of the 


students,” Alian said. 

The senate tackled issues facing 
NECC students this semester, such as 
the shuttle bus and smoking ban, and 
formed subcommittees specifically 
to deal with these issues. 

The senate sent a letter to the 
administration voicing their opinion 
on the shuttle bus issue and is work- 
ing on doing the same for the smok- 
ing ban. 


layoffs,” Hartmann said. “TI think it’s 
almost better to be in school right 
now, you can at least stay out of the 
job market and hope it will get better 
when you get out. ’m banking on 
that.” 

Nina Wu, a third-year student at 
the University of Maryland Law 
School in Baltimore, estimates she 
will have $84,000 of debt by gradua- 
tion. She wants to work in public 
juvenile law. 

“Tt will require a lot of sacri- 
fices,” she said. “The extreme of it is 
I might have to move in with my par- 
ents.” 

Wu said her classmates are giv- 
ing up dream jobs in public service 
for jobs that pay more. For example, 
her roommate turned down a family 
law job because the $37,000 salary 
wouldn’t cover her debt and cost of 
living. 

“Student debt is a deterrent to 
people taking important, but low- 
paying, jobs,” said Irons. “College is 
supposed to open doors and expand 
opportunities for young people to fol- 
low their dreams.” 


Dec. 3- A female student in the 
Sport and Fitness center complained 
of chest pains, and ambulance was 
called, 9 a.m. 


Dec. 9- A male student was ill, an 
ambulance was called, 12:30 p.m. 


Dec. 10- A disabled car was 
towed from the Lawrence campus, 
2 p.m. 
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FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.(AP)- 
Joe Perri had big college dreams. 

He wanted to pursue a degree in 
photography from an arts school. 

He and his family saved, hunted 
for scholarships and applied for 
financial aid, but they eventually 
realized they simply couldn’t find 
enough help to offset the $40,000-a- 
year cost for his first choice schools, 
the California Institute of the Arts 
and Ringling College of Art and 
Design ‘in Sarasota, Fla.. 

“It was a big bummer, but I 
understand,” said Perri, 18. “You get 
accepted to this big school, and you 
get so excited, but then your parents 
start throwing teality at you. We 
don’t have that much money.” 

So Perri changed course. He’s 
now a freshman at Broward College, 
formerly Broward Community 
College. He plans to spend two years 
there, saving money that he earns 
through a photography business he 
started on the side. 

Getting into college is tough 
enough, but students now have to 
face a tough economy. About one- out 
of six students have put their search 
for a college on hold, according to a 
survey conducted in October by 
MeritAid, a scholarship Web site. 
Another 57 percent said they’re look- 
ing for a less expensive, lesser- 
known school, just as Perri did. 

Here’s what they face: 

-The most difficult competition 
ever: A record number of high school 
seniors are applying to college now. 

-Tough new economic hurdles: 
More restrictive lending require- 
ments, driven by the national credit 
crunch, has led to a decline in the 
availability of private student loans. 
According to Mark Kantrowitz, pub- 
lisher of FinAid.org, a Web site 
devoted to financial aid, 37 of 60 pri- 
vate lenders are not offering student 
loans this year. Federal student loans 
remain available. 

-Savings have taken a hit: The 
sinking stock market that has slashed 
college savings accounts for many 
families and declining home values 
have also made it difficult. for fami- 
lies to borrow against their houses to 
finance an education. 

-Rising costs: Public college 
costs have doubled in the last decade. 

With his own retirement nearing 
and college costs coming at the same 
time, Perri’s dad says it’d be very dif- 
ficult to pay big tuition bills without 
taking on student loans. 

“For most parents, with the econ- 
omy being the way it is, the last thing 
you want to do is sink yourself into 
debt,” Mike Perri said. “I said 
‘Joseph, your dream is still there, out 
sometimes we have to take side 
roads. The point is, you’re going for- 
ward.” 

That cherished family and finan- 


Tough enonomy halts 
students’ college plans 


cial goal of sending the kids to col- 
lege is under serious pressure. 

“You can hear about the economy 
a million times in school, but when it 
really hits home, the students realize 
what’s needed,” says Pam Kirtman, a 
college advisor at Nova High School 
in Davie, Fla.. “A college education 
is very important to them, but they 
may be losing their houses, their par- 
ents are losing their jobs, and even 
professionals aren’t working.” 

Community colleges are gaining, 
too. At Palm Beach Community 
College, enrollment 28,600 students 
currently is 11 percent higher than 
last fall. At Broward College, current 
enrollment is up 6 percent over last 
year at 33,600. The number of appli- 
cations from high school students 
jumped by 20 percent. 

For some students, a community 
college is a good place to beef up 
skills to increase their marketability 
in a tough job market, said Grace 
Truman, director of college relations 
Palm Beach 
Community College. For others, it’s 


and marketing at 


the cost savings that drives them to 
community colleges. “The real sav- 
ings is being able to live at home for 
the first two years,” she said. 

One issue all schools have to face 
is private student loans, which have 
become both essential and very diffi- 
cult to find because of the credit cri- 
sis. Two-thirds of all undergraduates 
borrow some amount. 

“T don’t want to do student 
loans,” says Sarah Cochran, a senior 
at Pembroke Pines Charter High 
School, echoing the concerns of other 
students. “All those people are still 
paying them off while they’re paying 
bills when they’re older,” 

Cochran wanted to go to the 
University of Central Florida to study 
hospitality, with the goal of working 
for Disney. Instead, she said she’s 
going to go to Broward College and 
hunt for scholarships and financial 
aid. 

The loans that parents take out 


> 


for students, “Plus Loans,” also are 
showing signs of distress. Plus Loan 
denial rates have jumped 26.5 per- 
cent over last year, through June. 
pitses a effect,” 


Kantrowitz said. 


contagion 

It began with the surge in sub- 
prime mortgages going into default, 
he said. Mortgages are bundled into 
securities and sold to investors. So 
are student loans. 

“The lack of oversight of these 
irresponsible people has left us with 
this situation,” said Nova High 
Senior Lauren Barriere, who has 
decided to go to college in state if she 
doesn’t make it into an Ivy League 
school. “If it’s to pay a total over 120 
grand for four years of college just to 
have a little bit better education, 
probably it isn’t going to be worth it.” 
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First Guitar Fest held at NECC 


North Shore Guitar 
Festival success 
among students 


By AARON SOUCY 
Contributing Reporter 


The North Shore Guitar 
Festival, which was held at 
NECC on Nov. 1, sounded about 
how you'd expect it to sound: 
loud and in your face. 

Eric Clemenzi, a local guitar 
teacher and member of the Eric 
Clemenzi Trio, was inspired to 
hold the festival after he attended 
the North American Music 
Merchants (NAMM) conference 
in California. Eric loved the 
atmosphere of the NAMM con- 
ference. 

“They have clinics and con- 
certs. People can come out and 
grab cool gear,” he said. 

The event, which was clearly 
modeled off of the NAMM show 
(on a smaller scale, of course), 
took place in the Technology 
Center of the Haverhill Campus. 
One room downstairs was used 
for performances and clinics by 
the likes of musical acts 
Hypaspace, David Newsham, the 
Eric Clemenzi Trio and Dave 
LaRue of Joe Satriani and Steve 


Morse Band fame. The audience 
was able to ask questions about 
guitar and bass playing during 
the performances. 

The adjacent room held a 
setup by Peavey Amplification 
where fest-goers could test amps 
to their liking. The clinic room 
on the second floor of the Tech 
Center included clinics by cus- 
tom bass/guitar builder Chris 
Stambaugh, radio promoter Brian 
Packer and _ local _ studio 
owner/engineer Thomas Eaton. 

You're probably wondering 
what made this event worthwhile 
for Clemenzi to organize: 
“Seeing people who are interest- 
ed in music. That's the payoff. 
Also getting exposure for other 
musicians.” 

It wasn't only Clemenzi who 
was excited to participate in the 
show, however. Hypaspace gui- 
tarist- Steve Marchena was 
thrilled as well, which is surpris- 
ing considering the list of venues 
he has played includes Gillette 
Stadium and the Hatch Shell in 
Boston. 

- “T make my living as a musi- 
cian. It's really, really inspiring 
playing. It's awesome that he 
(Eric) invited us,” Marchena 
said. 

The event was both informa- 
tional and fun for those who 
attended. John Glidden, a student 
at St. John's Prep, enjoyed the 


Celebrate writing 


Students apply new 
approach to better 


their writing 


By SARA PRESCOTT 
Features Editor 


Students who have had issues 
with writing in the past have 
embraced a new technique that 
has them discovering an interest 
in the subject while substantially 
improving their skills. With the 
start of the WAC, Writing Across 
Curriculum, committee at NECC, 
an emphasis has been put upon 
the writing process. The WAC is 
focused on improving the critical 
thinking skills of students with 
an increase in writing instruc- 
tion. 

Many students entered their 
Basic Writing class with little 
confidence in their writing abili- 
ties. They found that writing was 
a hard skill to master, attributing 
their difficulties to problems 
organizing their thoughts, brain- 
storming ideas and not knowing 
the proper format for a paper. 
Some students even reference 
their inability to write as a fear. 

“Before taking Basic Writing 
I had a _ writing phobia,” 
describes Paola King. “When 
asked to write, I would often go 
blank and let my nerves get the 
best of me.” 

With the introduction to the 
writing process, students discov- 
ered a system of steps to follow 
from beginning to end that 
assists them in writing a strong 
essay. Over time, each writing 
assignment became easier as the 


students applied the new process 
to their work. 

“It was easy once I knew 
what I had to do, the rest was 
just getting it done. I used the 
writing process for many things 
in an essay; to prewrite, edit, 
revise. All of these have helped 
me become a better writer. I also 
use it in my other classes when I 
am asked to write an essay,” 
explained Aneuris Alberto. 

Now the students take pride 
in their finished product. It has 
shifted their negative views of 
writing. Ashleigh Cook empha- 
sized the value that the writing 
process plays in her essays. 

“To me, I define the writing 
process as steps to be followed 
to complete a strong essay. It is a 
good tool to have and everyone 
should learn it at least once. I 
think it should be taught in high 
school so that when you come to 
college you will already know 
how to use it. It is important to 
me because it helps me make my 
essays stronger,” she said. 

This new writing strategy 
translates into other aspects of 
their academic careers, and it can 
be applied in some of the occu- 
pations that they are pursuing. 
Thanks from the help of their 
instructors, these students are 
producing strong pieces and will 
continue to further their skills in 
writing. 

“T feel like I have grown as a 
writer, I am able to express 
myself better in my writing 
therefore I feel more enthusiastic 
about writing because I know I'm 
much more comfortable with 
writing,” said Jeanette Guerrero. 


festival. “ The music is good. It's 
honest work. They were pretty 
helpful talking about soloing 
too.” 

Jeremy Wegryzn, a friend of 
Eric's and sound recording major 
at UMass Lowell, enjoyed him- 
self as well. “It was very worth 
coming to. The guys here know 
what they're talking about. It's 
not very often that you get to ask 
questions to people this experi- 
enced.” 

While many came to see and 
hear the musical performances, 
others found interest in the clin- 
ics upstairs. Pat Weston, a stu- 
dent at Triton Regional High 
School, found his interest in 
recording. “I came to see Eric 
play, but I loved listening to Tom 
Eaton talk about recording,” he 
said. 

If there was any question in 
the attendees heads about the 
qualifications of the performers, 
it was erased when they found 
out that at least one member from 
each band had attended the 
Berklee College of Music in 
Boston, a school that many stu- 
dents today look to as a starting 
point for their music careers. 

It isn't quite as easy as send- 
ing in your application to be 
accepted, ~however. You really 
need to know your instrument (in 
this case, guitar) inside and out, 
Marchena explained. 


A snowball for 


Remembering what 
the holiday season is 


really about 


By MELIssA DECOSTA 
Contributing Reporter 


It is the holiday season once 
again. People will al their way 
through crowded malls, wait in long 
traffic lines and curse and hate every 
minute of the yearly commercial _rit- 
ual of holida Shopptes a mad fren- 
zy dedicated to the purchase and 
consumption of “gifts.” But I had an 
experience a few years ago that rad- 
ically changed my view of gift giv- 
ing and taught me a simpler way to 
celebrate friends and loved ones. 

I am not the kind of person who 
prays everyday, and I do not go to 
church. I do not go out much. I 
would rather stay home with my 
family, or go out with my son. I have 
several friends, but just a few close 
friends. I believe that the most 
important. thing in life is to be sur- 
rounded by family, and close friends. 
I like the simple things in life, and I 
believe that the simple things make 
people truly happy. A simple greet- 
ing, thank you or a gesture can go a 
long way. In addition, people will 
often remember the simple things 
the most. I will never forget the 
exact moment when I realized just 
how much a simple thing could 
mean to someone. 

There was a point in time when I 
thought, like most people, that to 
have a good life and good friends I 
needed to have a lot of expensive, 
top of the line things. Not only did I 
think it was cool to possess these 
things; I also thought I needed to 
give them as well. I remember one 

ay I was talking to a friend, and she 
mentioned how much she liked this 
beautiful picture from . Home 
Interiors. I was about 17 at the time, 
and had a job that paid well. A few 
months had gone by since she men- 
tioned the picture to me and 
Mothers’ Day was ners up. So I 
went and ordered this $150 picture 
to give to her on Mothers’ 
wasn't until the following year that I 
would realize that to make someone 
happy yee do not need to give him or 
her a huge gift. It was a dark, cold, 
windy January night. The air, cris 
and frozen, still smelled like fres 


ay. It - 


tes ie ea 


Courtesy of ericclemenzi,com | 


Dave LaRue, Chris Munroe, and Eric Clemenzi 
performing at Guitar Fest, held in the Tech Center. 


“The scales are really impor- 
tant in learning to improvise 
around the neck. Sight reading 
ability is really useful. If you got 
your reading and your scales 
together, you can focus on play- 
ing rather than learning the tech- 
nical side,” he said. 

Bassist Dave LaRue joked 
about his college days at Berklee. 
“T went to college here, so I love 
it here. I don't miss the winters, 
though,” he said. 

All in all, it seems the event 
was a success. But will we start 
to see North Shore - Guitar 


snow because of a blizzard the night 
before. My friend Kristen and I were 
on our way to her grandfather's 
house in Sandown, N.H. I will never 
forget that night because that was 
when my life changed forever. 

We were about halfway there 
when my cell phone rang. It was my 
Uncle Jeff . 

“Where are you?” _ 

I answered, “On my way to 
Ralston grandfather's ~ house. 


“You need to come home right 
now!” 
When I asked why again all he 
said to me was, “This is not some- 
thing that should be told over the 
hone.” 

I pulled my car over and asked 
Kristen to drive me home. My heart 
was pounding. It felt like my stom- 
ach was in my throat, and all kinds 
of things were running one my 
mind. Was someone in my family 
hurt? Was there an accident? Were 
my sisters, and brother okay? Was it 
my Mom? I was not prepared for 
what was to come next. 

Kristen and I arrived at my house 
around 10:30 p.m. We rushed 
upstairs. My family was standing in 
the kitchen. 

My uncle came up to me, put his 
arm around my shoulder and said, 
“Melissa it's your grandmother. She 
: in the hospital, and she is going 
ast.” 

I don't know what happened 
after that. All I can remember is 
being at the hospital. I knew Nana 
was sick, but I did not know just how 
sick she really was. That night I 
stayed at the hospital with her. She 
looked frail and helpless. Her face 
was sunken. The ebbing life force 
showed in her eyes, which were usu- 
ally a beautiful hee but now were 
encircled with black rings. I hated 
seeing her like that. It was her last 
day on the earth, and I could do 
nothing for her. The feeling of pow- 
erlessness was killing me. 

I love Nana very much and want- 
ed to do something for her or give 
her something that would make her 
last few hours special. Nana could 


not talk, but when I asked her a ques- — 


tion, she nodded her head up and 
down, or shook it side to side. 

The first thing I said was, “Nana 
you know I love you.” 

To that, she nodded her head. 
Then I asked her if I could get her 
aay thine She shook her head no to 
that. I figured the only thing I could 
do was just be there with her. 

A few minutes later, I remem- 


Festivals at NECC annually? “If — 
possible. It depends on the fund- 
ing. It might be even bigger next 
year,” Clemenzi said. 

David Newsam recalled when 
Eric first pitched him the idea for 
the festival. “I remember when 
Eric first called me and told me 
he wanted to do this. I said Eric © 
you're crazy.” 

That was before, though. 
Now that the first (hopefully) 
annual North Shore Guitar 
Festival . is ,1in) the, - books; 
Clemenzi seems perfectly sane. 


Nana 


bered how much she loved snow. I 
got up and told Nana that I would be © 
right back. I went and found the 
nurse who was caring for her. lasked 
her if I could bring a snowball into 
the I.C.U. At first, she said that she 
did not think it was a good idea. 

Then I insisted, “Please I know 
my grandmother would love to see 
snow one last time.” 

After that, the nurse agreed to let 
me bring one snowball in for Nana. 

When I walked into Nana's room 
holding the snowball, an amazin 
thing happened. Her eyes filled wi 
warmth and life, brightening 33 to 
that beautiful green they had been 
before she was sick. She started to 
cry. She held that snowball in her 
frail hands until it melted away. I 
will never forget the joy, and happi- 
ness that filled her face. All that hap- 
piness from-one little snowball. Such 
a simple thing; a simple little gesture 
had made a world of a difference. It 
was then I realized it was not the 
size, cost, or how nice an object is 
that matters. It is the meaning, and 
that thought behind it. 

When I left the hospital the next 
morning, I kissed Nana on the fore- 
head, told her that I loved her, and 
that | would be right back. When I 
arrived at my house, I felt numb. I 
wanted to eat something, wash up 
and get right back to the hospital. I 
didn't consider that I would not see 
Nana again. Maybe I was blocking 
the idea out of my mind. But then the 
phone started to ring. I looked at the 
phone, and it was as if time froze. I 
watched myself move- as if in slow 
motion- to the phone. My head was 
rrp my throat went dry, and it 

elt like someone had just kicked me 
in the stomach. Somehow, I knew © 
what this phone call was. It was my 
Aunt Kim. She told me Nana had 
Hep away about five minutes after — 

had left. To this day, I believe Nana 
waited for me to leave so that I 
would not have to see her die. I think 
she knew it would have been too 
hard for me to deal with. 

This- Christmas season, I'll be 
standing back a bit. The annual fever 
of buying and consuming reminds 
me of how foolish I was when I was 
a teenager- always spending an 
obscene amount of money on other 
people and myself, and ignoring the 
deeper needs of human beings 
around me. I will always remember 
the look on Nana’s face when I gave 
her a simple snowball. In the end, I 
truly believe it is the simple things 
that matter the most. 


The last gossip for 
the fall ‘08 semester, 
enjoy the fun’ 


‘By MERISSA LIVERMORE 


_ Arts and Entertainment Editor 


This: is the 
- last gossip col- 
umn for the fall 
‘08 semester 
and, there is 
‘something here 
that is truly 
unique to 
Northern Essex 
Community 
College. Along 
with that of 


‘course there are murder mysteries, 
| award nominees, ousted directors and 
| deaths. Granted it's the holidays, but 
| there is no current “Holiday Gossip,” 
| and there will be weeks before the 


Observer's next issue. Have a nice 


| holiday and enjoy the latest gossip. 


NECC Alumna is Paris 


| Hilton’s new BFF: Most of us 
| groaned inside when we heard about 


Paris Hilton’s new T.V. show based 


_ on the hunt for a new BFF, or best- 


friend-forever, which made it abun- 


_dantly clear to those who hoped 
Hilton and her ex-BFF Nichole 
| Richie would forgive each other and 


be friends forever would never hap- 
pen. Some of us watched it; others 


| avoided it like the plague, while the 


rest just saw it when there was noth- 
ing else on. Finally this season for 


| this moment’s BFF is over, and the 


outcome was Hilton's new BFF 
Brittany Flickinger, an Amesbury 
native who graduated from 
Amesbury High and Northern Essex 


| Community College before moving 


to start a band in Las Vegas. 
Flickinger is the daughter of one- 
time Amesbury municipal councilor 
and mayoral candidate Alison 


| Lindstrom. "Since winning ‘Paris 


Hilton's My New BFF' I've been liv- 
ing in L.A. working on my music and 
hanging out with Paris a whole 
bunch," Flickinger writes. "I see her 
almost everyday and when we're not 


Musical brings life to 


_ future with organ 
_ failure prominent 


By PHILLIP FRANGULES 
Contributing Reporter 


Shortly before midnight, on 
Saturday, Dec. 6, a long line of peo- 
ple, many in makeup and costume, 


' snaked round the Coolidge Corner 


Theatre in Brookline. Despite an 
almost total lack of promotion, 
“Repo! The Genetic Opera,” was 
about to play to a packed house. 

In many ways, “Repo!” is a 
breath of fresh air in the horror genre 
that has become increasingly stale 
and filled with mediocre remakes and 


_ sequels. Whether you love it or hate 


it, it's hard to say that you've seen 
something like it before. 

Taking place in a not-too-distant 
future in which organ failure has 
swept most of the planet, the film 


Arts & Entertamment 
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Ha Ha Hollywood! 


together we're texting." Good luck to 
Flickinger and what may lie ahead 
for her. 

Golden Globes announce nomi- 
nees: Many were upset with the 
announcement of the 66th Annual 
Golden Globe nominees this year. 
Many movies that deserved praise, 
like “Dark Knight” and “Sex in the 
City,” were either shut out entirely, or 
had only one nomination. Heath 
Ledger was nominated for best sup- 
porting actor and was the only nomi- 
nation that “Dark Knight” was 
awarded. Meanwhile "The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button," "Doubt" 
and "Frost/Nixon" lead the field with 
five nominations apiece. The largest 
surprise of the nominees came from 
Tom Cruise who earned a Globe 
nomination for best supporting actor 
for his almost unrecognizable role in 
the hit summer action comedy 
"Tropic Thunder." Tom impressed 
audiences and the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association with his 
manic and over the top comedic role 
as a Hollywood mogul. On the televi- 
sion front, cable continued its domi- 
nance of recent years. Showtime 
finally established itself, earning 8 
nominations, more than any broad- 
cast network, on the shoulders of hit 
shows "Weeds, "Dexte," and 
"Californication." On the music 
front, you'll see Beyonce Knowles, 
Miley Cyrus and Bruce Springsteen 
at the Globes this year, they were 
nominated for their respective songs 
in "Cadillac Records," "Bolt"and 
"The Wrestler." This also means that 
Cyrus is the youngest nominee this 
year. Good luck to all the stars that 
were nominated and good luck next 
year for all of those who weren't. 

New director for “New Moon”: 
There is hope for the second book in 
the Twilight Series, “New Moon,” to 
live up to all fans expectations with 
the announcement of a new director 
for the sequel. Catherine Hardwicke, 
who directed “Twilight” will not be 
returning to direct “New Moon,” but 
instead is being replaced with direc- 
tor Chris Weitz; who is most famous- 
ly known for “American Pie” and 
“The Golden Compass.” The author 
of the Twilight Series, Stephenie 
Meyer, voiced her views on her web- 
site, saying "I am very pleased to 


centers around GeneCo, a company 
that promises salvation in selling 
organs to people who need them. The 
only catch is that if one misses their 
payments, GeneCo sends out the 
Repo Man, a ‘legal assassin’ who is 
authorized to forcefully extract their 
organs - without anesthetic. The plot 
focuses around a disparate group of 
characters impacted by GeneCo; 
Rotti Largo (Paul Sorvino), the head 
of GeneCo, is dying of a terminal ill- 
ness, causing his three sociopath chil- 
dren (The Devil's Rejects' Bill 
Moseley, Skinny Puppy's Nivek 
Ogre, and Paris Hilton - the latter of 
whom did a surprisingly decent job) 
to fight for control of their father's 
company. At the heart of the story is 
the Repo Man himself, Nathan 
Wallace (Anthony Stewart Head), a 
tragic figure who attempts to hide his 
dark alter ego from his sickly daugh- 
ter, Shilo (Alexa Vega). Observing all 
of this is the enigmatic Grave Robber 
(co-writer Terrance Zdunich), who 
serves as a sort of Greek chorus to the 


announce that he's agreed to be a part 
of our Twilight world. I've -had the 
chance to talk to Chris, and I can tell 
you that he is excited by the story and 
eager to keep the movie as close to 
the book as possible. He is also very 
aware of you, the fans, and wants to 
keep you all extremely happy. I'm 
excited to work with Chris," she con- 
tinued. "I think he brings a lot to the 
table, not the least of which for me is 
that he wrote the screenplay for and 
directed one of my favorite movies of 
all time, 'About a Boy.’ I'm really 
looking forward to seeing his vision 
for New Moon." So are the rest of the 
fans that were disappointed by 
“Twilight,” that I can assure. 
Jennifer Hudson tragedy com- 
ing to a close: Jennifer Hudson's 
brother, Jason, and nephew, Julian 
King, were fatally shot back on Oct. 
24 and Hudson began to unravel. No 
one could figure out who would have 
done such a thing, but now justice for 
Hudson's family is taking its course 
with the arrest of William Balfour, 
her sister's estranged husband. 
Balfour was charged with the mur- 
ders on Dec. 2. Hudson had planned 
on shooting the clip for "If It Isn't 
Love" in L.A. next week, her J 
Records rep confirmed to the 
Associated Press Dec. 9, but "the 
video was set up before the tragedy 
and she felt like she should finish 
what she started, but she's realized 
that she's not ready to go back to 
work," a source tells Us Magazine. 
"It's too early," the source adds. For 
fans of Hudson the arrest was a relief, 
but it appears Hudson needs a break 
from the spotlight for a little bit. 
1950s pin-up queen Bettie Page 
dies: Bettie Page *was one of 
America's most photographed pin-up 
girls during the 1950s who was pro- 
pelled to stardom when she posed for 
Playboy as Miss January 1955. Soon 
her image was gracing playing cards, 
record albums and bedroom posters 
across the country. She stopped mod- 
eling in 1957, retreated from the pub- 
lic spotlight and turned to religion. 
She enjoyed a renaissance of sorts in 
the 1980s, as a new generation of 
fans became obsessed with her lega- 
cy. With her dark bangs, alluring 
blue-gray eyes and wide smile, Page 
cultivated an innocent girl-next-door 


Repo assassin takes 


events that take place in the film. All 
of these plots collide at GeneCo's 
Genetic Opera. 

Did I mention that the entire film 
is a musical, with over 50 songs dis- 
played throughout the film? There's a 
wide range of musical genres present 
here, from rock to pop to actual 
opera, with all the songs playing an 
integral role to the storyline and its 
characters. 

Despite being directed by Darren 
Lynn Bousman, who made millions 
of dollars for production company 
LionsGate with the Saw films, and 
receiving enthusiastic reviews from 
audiences at all of its early test 
screenings, the film was denied a 
wide theatrical release and was 
instead dumped into a minimal 
amount of theaters. All of these the- 
aters' showings sold out fast, but 
LionsGate only briefly expanded it's 
theatrical run. Because of this, direc- 
tor Bousman and writer Zdunich 
took the film on a “Repo! Road Tour” 
with their own money, taking their 


Courtesy of starpulse.com 


Paris Hilton, right, and her new BFF Brittany Flickenger 
are ready for a night out in L.A. on Dec. 4, 2008. 


persona. The one-time school teacher 
was nice, but clearly also naughty. 
Some of her photos featured spank- 
ing and bondage. "Bettie Page 
embodied the stereotypical whole- 
someness of the Fifties and the hid- 
den sexuality straining beneath the 
surface," authors Karen Essex and 
James L. Swanson wrote in their 
1996 book "Bettie Page: The Life of 


-a Pin-Up Legend." Page, who was 


85, died in Los Angeles on Thursday 
Dec. 11 from pneumonia. Her agent, 
Mark Roesler, said Page was admit- 
ted to a Los Angeles-area hospital 
four weeks ago. She never regained 
consciousness after suffering a heart 
attack earlier this month. 

Tina Fey dishes on scar: Not 
entirely too sure why this is top head- 
line gossip, but Tina Fey has told the 
magazine “Vanity Fair’ about how 
she got the scar on her cheek, or more 
appropriately, her husband dished. "It 


was in, like, the front yard of her 
house, and some body just came up, 
and she just thought somebody 
marked her with a pen," Jeff 
Richmond told Vanity Fair in their 
January issue. "It's impossible to talk 
about it without somehow seemingly 
exploiting it," Fey said. "It's really 
almost like I'm able to forget about it, 
until I was on-camera," she told the 
mag. "It became a thing of 'Oh, I 
guess we should use this side’ or 
whatever. Everybody's got a better 
side." As for Fey's husband, he thinks 
her scar is captivating. "That scar was 
fascinating to me. This is somebody 
who, no matter what it was, has gone 
through something," Richmond 
added. "And I think it really informs 
the way she thinks about her life." 
Now that that mystery is solved peo- 
ple may just stop harassing her about 
it. 


back organs 


film to different cities for late-night 
showings, personally presenting the 
film themselves. 

This reviewer managed to attend 
the Boston showing of “Repo!” I was 
told a week earlier by the theater that 
given that only 100 out of more than 
300 seats had been sold, that it would 
be unlikely for the showing to sell 
out. They were wrong; by the time 
the theater opened on the final day, 
every ticket had been bought. As a 
long line of patrons readied to enter, 
a young woman called out, asking to 
buy a ticket from someone, but to no 
avail. 

Inside the theater, Bousman 
explained how the film once began as 
stage play, and how the film had been 
a labor of love for all involved due to 
LionsGate's lack of encouragement. 
He told everyone in the audience not 
to worry about being quiet during the 
film, and instead encouraged them to 
interact and participate. The audience 
took this to heart, and often made 
humorous rejounders to the screen 


and sang along to the film. By the 
end, it had gotten a little annoying to . 
hear the same guy in the back offer 
his own commentary, but the overall 
experience was a fun one and the 
enthusiasm was contagious. 

At the end of the film, of which 
there was a standing ovation from the 
entire theater, the director and writer 
took questions from the audience, as 
well as calling some cast members on 
their cell phone and putting them on 
speaker. After that, Bousman and 
Zdunich signed autographs and took 
photos with the fans. 

It's a shame that LionsGate 
dropped the ball on this film, as at the 
very least, it most likely could have 
been a modest success. As it is, it will 
most likely live on as a cult classic 
and playing in midnight showings. If 
you missed it in theaters, the DVD 
will be released on Jan 20. Consider 
giving it a try. If anything, you can't 
say you've seen something like it yet. 
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Who needs Rolling Stone to x errs still 
tell you what albums to buy 


A list of the best 
metal albums of the 


year 
By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 
As the resi- 
dent metal 
expert on the 


Observer staff I 
am glad to pres- 
-ent to you the 
most rocking 
and thrashing 
albums of the 
year. Well it’s 
Fimore like the 
“metal albums 
that I played the most on my mp3 
player this year. What do you want? 
It’s either this or you can read 
Blender or Spin magazine and their 
elitist reviews of bland indie rock. 

This year brought us a very 
diverse batch of extreme music 
releases. From progressive death 
metal to Arnold Schwarzenegger 
spoofing outfits and comebacks from 
formerly sleeping giants. 

Without further delay here I pres- 
ent the 10 best heavy metal albums 
of the year. 

The easiest call when it came to 
this list actually was for the album of 
the year. This honor without a doubt 
belongs to Japan’s Dir en Grey. With 
their seventh album “Uroboros” they 
combine every subgenre within rock 
and somehow make it work and 
make sense. Hopefully this will be 
the record to fully launch them into 
a in the states. 


Up next is “Shogun” from 
Trivium. Once considered (unjustly) 
mere copycats of bands like 
Metallica and Megadeth they broke 
out of that mold with a masterwork 
of dense compositions and searing 
guitar work. 

Metallica lives again proven by 
their new disc “Death Magnetic.” A 
return to classic 80s form while 


Opeth returns with another flawless 
blend of death metal, Jazz and prog 
rock. 

And if you _ really 
“Watershed” then you might as well 
just check out “The Way of All 


Remake of 1950s 
like| CLassic proves worth to 


the toughest critics 


Flesh” by France’s Gojira. The heav-| By NICK SERMUKSNIS 


iness and atmospherics of Neurosis 
meets Mehuggah style precision and 
Morbid Angel like death metal. All 


Se Ot ee 


What do you want? It’s either this or 
you can read Blender or Spin magazine 
and their elitist reviews of bland indie 


rock 


retaining some of the melody of their 
90s output. Also to everyone’s 
delight the no guitar solo policy from 
2003’s “St. Anger” has been lifted 
giving lead guitarist Kirk Hammet 
the limelight once again. 

The next album might throw 
some people off or even anger some 
but it’s both funny and rocking. 
“Total Brutal” is the promising debut 
from Schwarzenegger loving As I 
Lay Dying singer Tim Lasmbesis. 
Definitely worth checking out if you 
like to have a laugh with your music. 

“Inflikted” by Cavalera 
Conspiracy is an album for the fan 
who likes their metal fast, heavy and 
with attitude. The effort of former 
Sepultura members and siblings Igor 
and Max Cavalera hits you like a 
right hook to the temple and you'll 
keep coming back for more. 

“Watershed” on the other hand is 
for the forward thinking metal fan. 


this coupled with insightful lyrics. 


Alt Edge Editor 


Two weeks ago I had never seen 
the 1950s classic “The Day The Earth 
Stood Still.” “The Day The Earth Stood 
Still” is a celebrated science fiction tale 
playing off Cold War fears where an 
alien named Klaatu comes to Earth 
hoping to warn us of impending disas- 
ter-by our own hand. 

Last weekend I walked into my 
local cinema to see the 2008 remake 
“The Day The Earth Stood Still” with 
light ignorance. Remakes occasionally 


Longtime melodic metal pur-} surprise me, but I felt that this particu- 
veyors In Flames just keep getting] lar film would be a hard restoration 
better at what they do as evidenced] project. 


by “A Sense of Purpose.” You know 
what you’re going to get, which isn’t 
a bad thing if that means flashy gui- 
tar work and really catchy hooks. 

This is another weird entry, but I 
like to give credit to who deserves it. 
Slipknot has finally incorporated 
really good riffs and strong melodic 
singing to its nu metal/death metal 
cocktail. 

And last, but not certainly least is 
“Declaration” by Orange County’s 
last good metalcore band Bleeding 
Through. Although all their past 
work has been good it was on their’ 


Proving me wrong isn't that hard 
and I walked out of the theater relative- 
ly satisfied. I felt that this new interpre- 
tation carried a lot of elements of the 
original but updated it to fit current 
events while still reflecting the original 
intent. 

Where the original dealt with the 
Cold War this Keanu Reeve-fueled 
update deals with environment and ter- 
rorism. It incorporates contemporary 
America's love for flashy spectacle and 
still retains strong character interplay. 

Even though the original is still a 
classic, it can come off dated or cheesy 


latest effort where they finally earned] by today's standards, especially if it's 


their tag of “black metal hardcore.” 


your first time. When the Earth stood 
still in the remake I thought it was a 


This is one date that won't 


go over well. 

powerfully touching moment and occa- 
sionally wish that it would happen to 
our world. 

I've always liked Keanu Reeves 
and his cardboard-style acting fits per- 
fectly with a creature unfamiliar with 
our customs. Jennifer Connelly shines 
as a daring astrobiologist that isn't 
above working against protocol for the 
safety of humankind. 

The film should be judged on its 
own merits, though I think that The 
Day The Earth Stood Still is such a 
powerful message that it can be updat- ~ 
ed every few generations to reflect. the. 
shenanigans we get ourselves into. 


Rating professors equals fun 


Students anonymously 
grade their professors 


on the Internet 


By JULIE VARNEY 
News Editor 


At this time of year when stu- 
dents are finishing their classes they 
often look back on the semester that 
has passed and at the same time look 
forward to next semester, particular- 
ly with registration underway for 
spring classes. 

As part of that reflection, in all of 
their classes at NECC, students have 
filled out course evaluations, rating 
their professors using those fill-in- 
the-bubble sheets. 

But what if a student wants to say 
more? And what if a student deciding 
what classes to register for next 
semester wants to find out whether a 
professor or class is good? 

One alternative NECC students 
have used is RateMyProfessors.com. 
This Web site is a place where stu- 
dents can post comments anony- 
mously, filling out forms that rate 
professors on criteria such as level of 
difficulty, helpfulness and clarity of 
their lecture. 

“My professor suggested us to 
visit it,’ NECC student Melissa 
Perkins said. 

“It's on mtvU. I've seen it but 
haven't used it,” student Christian 


Ramos said. 

RateMyProfessors.com claims a 
database of over 6,000 schools, 1 
million professors and 8 million 
opinions. 

The NECC category of 
RateMyProfessors.com has 461 rat- 
ings of professors listed, with hun- 
dreds of comments left by students. 

RateMyProfessors.com has 
recently revealed its list of the top 10 
highest rated professors from col- 
leges across the country for 2008. 

For the first time, the Web site 
has also included a separate list of 
the highest rated junior and commu- 


nity colleges' professors and facul- 


ties. This is a result of the increased 
numbers of enrollment at community 
colleges across the country and the 
record number of community college 
students, according to mtvU, which 
owns and operates 
RateMyProfessors.com. 

"It's important for us to shine a 
light on professors around the coun- 
try who are doing great work at every 
institutional level," said Carlo 
DiMarco, Vice President of 
University Relations for mtvU. 

According to the rankings, 
Manatee Community College in 
Sarasota, Fla. has the highest rated 
faculty of all and the highest rated 
professor overall is English teacher 
Jim Mattimore from Suffolk County 
Community College in Long Island, 
NY. 

No NECC professors appear on 


this top 10 list but the college has 
some consistently high rated profes- 
sors within its own category. 

Some of the highest rated profes- 
sors from NECC appearing on the 
Web site are Theater Professor Jim 
Murphy, Criminal Justice Professor 


Paul Cavan, Math Professor Nancy 


Nickerson, English Professor Amy 
Callahan, Science Professor Marcy 
Vozzella, Business Professor Kelly 


Lalonde, Foreign Languages 
Professor Ellen Abrams and 
Psychology Professor Carolyn 
Cohen. 


If one of the criteria that students 
have for their professors is their level 
of attractiveness, professors can also 
be rated in that category, receiving a 
chili pepper designation for “hot- 
ness.” 

Despite categories like “hot- 
ness,” RateMyProfessors.com has 
been given some credibility by a 
recent study appearing in the journal 
of “Assessment &Evaluation in 
Higher Education” which stated 
there is a high correlation between 
RateMyProfessors:com ratings and a 


student evaluation system used by a 


number of colleges nationally. 

RateMyProfessors.com has even 
added a feature called “Professors 
Strike Back,” where professors can 
add their own rebuttals to student 
comments. 

Time.com called 
RateMyProfessors.com one of the 
“50 a Web sites of 2008,” saying 


PROFESSORS 


Find a professor Padwon & COR 


Sates saab bad 


tae new Faorkank app fete pee re eee fer, 


fecheh Wad feed Kee OF GreReROEY are ames. 


Ze - Search for a professes ny entering : 


fed ot ete elem wel meee yo, chetinege 


Os, Gr whet wi, Rat ghee you The pany A. 


> Rae bar Pelee wae he gihet pentiia. 


DOO? Top SO Lists 


frgtare Race & Haase Laeger Broteouay, ieee 


aceh Top Raced facetties. ioxiect alist Seige, 


profi whawe tharged yout Tite or thu een i 
Courtesy of img.timeinc.net 


A sample of what ratemyprofessors.com looks like 
when logging in to rate your favorite or not teachers 


the Web site is the place to go 
“whether you're deciding between 
French teachers or you just want to 
vent about last semester's lousy his- 
tory lecturer.” 


According to mtvU, 


RateMyProfessors.com is the highest 
trafficked U.S. college professor rat- 
ing site, reaching approximately 2.8 
million college students each month 


with more than 80,000 logging on 


daily. 


T'VE BEEN LookING 
FORWARD To MEETING 
you! I HAD HEARD A 
Lor ABOUT Your 


©2008 Harry Bliss. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


“I feel like | don’t even know my own 
husband ... and it’s driving me wild!” 


©2008 Hany Bliss. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


“Our broker just informed me that we 
have to die in two years.” 


‘€2008 Harry Bliss. Distributed by; Tribune Media Se 
be * 


““Can we keep him?’ | don’t know, 
Robbie — he’s pretty creepy.” 
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“We’re just going for a routine checkup ... 
they only do that operation once.” 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 High-five impact 
5 Milk choice 
9 Alive with. 
activity 
14 Wind into rings 
15 Ocean motion ~ 
16 Bullwhip-wielder 
Lash 
17 Parthenon site 
19 Broad smiles 
20 Orator’s platform 
21 “Murder, __ 
’ Wrote” 
23 Take a load off 
24 List particular 
26 Fall back 
28 Wound crusts 
32 Convicts on 
trumped-up 
charges 
37 Heat units 
39 Amorous 
40 Ascension 
41 Ruffled pride 
43 __ Scotia 
44 Three little 
words 
46 Worked up a 
sweat 
48 Oil conduits 
50 Fuses 
BAe Xcanas 
52 Merit 
54 Cries of delight 
57 Time of life 
59 Haberdashery 
purchases 
64 Glossy lacquer 
66 Profusion 
68 San Antonio 
landmark 
69 Irish city 
70 Con job 
71 Turning part 
72 __ Christian 
Andersen 
73 Siamese 


DOWN 
1 Aftereffect 
2 Daft 
3 Affectations 
4 Storyline 
5 Heady brew 
6 “Trees” poet 
7 Ugandan 
dictator Amin 
8 Disorder 


© 2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
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9 Math class 

10 Keyboard 
spacer 

4) “OB VII’ author 

12 Pueblo people 

13 Spiciness 

18 Light refractor 

22 Hard hat? 

25 Theater 
projection 

27 Clyde’s moll 

28 Landing area 

29 Pungent pod 

30 Ancient tale 
teller 

31 Nominal military 
promotion 

33 Debtor's 
promise 

34 Island loop 

35 Jackknifed 

36 Oodles 

38 Bond activity 

42 Saturn model 

45 __ of Aquitaine 

47 Had title to 

49 Gas giant 

53 Skating venues 


luda 


[s] 1 [AJofajolylo}y| 
BOGE HRP 
DES Bais 


54 Somewhat 
cracked? 

55 Ring around the 
moon 

56 Lover’s quarrel 

58 Per item 

60 Long gone 


61 Twelfth of a foot 

62 School sports 
org. 

63 Eighteen-wheeler 

65 Latin 101 verb 

67 Jungle 
constrictor 


am 


A 
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Economy can still be salvaged 


Six possible ways to 
make the economy 


squeaky clean 


By NICK SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


reporter on the 
prestigious 
inner metropol- 
> itan college 
newspaper The 
Observer I've 
been keeping 
, abreast of the 
shamble that is 
our economy. 
Everyone has 
their opinion or anxiety on the situa- 
tion, but many folks are scrambling 
for a response and I felt it was time 
for Alternative Edge to step in and 
offer solutions of its own. 

Money Bunkers - | was talking 
with my good friend Joe the 
Conspiracy Theorist about the ethics 
of money and he was adamant that 
many of the CEOs of the Fortune 
500 companies have hidden bunkers 
where they store hard cash in the 
event of a financial apocalypse. 

“They're smart. In the event of 
an actual apocalypse they under- 
stand that money is useless in a bar- 
rage of freak tornadoes,” elaborated 
Joe the Conspiracy Theorist, “but in 


As an ace 


a financial crisis like we're in now 
they can't afford, literally, to fall 
from the throne.” 

With potential billions stashed 
away around the world, these 
alleged bunkers could get the econo- 
my back on track. 

During tough times it's the little 
people that get cut first. Instead of 
the bottom-up approach the corpo- 
rate big boys should be raining those 
bunkers down on Main Street with 
cries of, “hallelujah!” 

Homosexuality - Time to put 
away your ignorance and embrace 
new market strategies! I'm borrow- 
ing this from Marc Shaiman's Prop 
8: The Musical. In the musical Neil 
Patrick Harris defuses the situation 
by bringing the minorities and the 
conservative Christians. together 
under the banner of revenue oppor- 
tunities. 

“Gay marriages will save_ the 
economy,” sang the assembled ‘cast 
after Harris lists off a string of 
potential businesses. 

With so many gay couples will- 
ing to get hitched the traditional way 


there are plenty of market ventures" 


that could boom when they all race 
to the altar and afterwards when 
some join the many other heterosex- 
ual Americans in divorce. 
Education - Its not rocket sci- 
ence, folks. It would be, but there 
isn't much interest in getting the next 
generation up to rocket status. Never 
has, really. It's simple mathematics: 


Substantial investments in education 
+ accessible and personalized aca- 
demic curriculum - standardized 
tests (like MCAS) = smart, imagina- 
tive folk with innovative ideas that 
could, dare I say, prevent or solve 
situations like our current crisis. 

“It's apathy that's killing our 
future,” surmised Joe the Teacher. 
Laws like No Child Left Behind did- 
n't create or even attempt to build the 
right momentum in keeping kids up 
and educated. Children fall through 
the cracks every day. 

“If the enthusiasm isn’t there 
then the students aren’t going to 
apply themselves.,” continued Joe 
the Teacher, “spending elsewhere 


‘can be diverted to educational 


reform and progression.” 

Some day our children are going 
to be reading about our present in 
their textbooks. Wouldn't it be cool 
if we could end our era on a good 
note? 

Bicycles - The automotive 
industry is getting a swirly and even 
though the gas prices are pumping 
heavenly amounts into our vehicles 
there is still an anxiety over when 
the prices rise back to unreasonable. 

Even with all this talk of going 
Green there isn't enough support 
from the majority to push for a full 
pro-Earth assault. A governing body, 
namely the United States govern- 
ment, needs to throw Thor's hammer 
down on vehicular transportation. 

“Bicycles, geezus. Sack General 


Motors and the like and revolution- 
ize the bike industry,” proposed Joe 
the Green-savvy athlete. 

Big moneymakers are typically 
attracted to what is considered the 
most efficient, but highly over- 
looked volatility. The substances and 
technology we're running our lives 
on right now isn't long-term safe. 

Marginalize anything that can 
blow up in your face, or your town, 
or country to special circumstances. 
The military can't succeed on bicy- 
cles, but instead of wasting gas driv- 
ing to the beach, just ride your bike. 


Exercise is still healthier than a 12 - 


car pile up. 

Pedophilia - Whoa now, before 
you get the wrong idea let me 
explain. During the Great 
Depression the economy got a boost 
when the United States entered the 
war because it opened up new job 
opportunities in creating death- 
inducing devices. With the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars sucking our bank 
accounts and patriotism dry I think 
we need to find a narrower object to 
focus our motivation on. Everyone 
hates pedophiles but loves the show 
To Catch a Predator. People want a 
more domestic focus in this upcom- 
ing administration so let’s pool our 
skills and resources into creating 
new jobs that create technology, 
civil servants and programs to stop 
pedophilia in its tracks. 

Hanukkah - Why have one day 
of Christmas when you can have 


eight? The United States is a melting 
pot of different cultures and beliefs 
and some of them can rake in the 
moneybags if allowed to blossom. 

Christmas has become so 
exposed and commercialized that its 
lost its central values along the way. 
By pushing other holidays and cele- 
brations in rotation you open up new 
customer bases and also prevent it 
from being dragged through the 
proverbial dirt. - 

“Giving everyone a chance to 
shine will reinforce a level of appre- 
ciation and acceptance,” believed 
Joe the Salvation Army Donation 
Bell Ringer Outside of Finer 
Grocery Stores Everywhere, “plus it 
might quell the excessive amount of 
Christmas movies that come out 
every winter.” 

When “Eight Crazy Nights” is 
the only Hanukkah tour de force sit- 
ting on a shelf with “A Christmas 
Story”, “It's A Wonderful Life”, and 
“Jingle All the Way” (personal 
favorite) it can get pretty lonely. 

I hope you all were able to find 
my solutions helpful. We are living 
in difficult times, but that is not cau- 
sation to give up! We all have to 
pitch in and support the ground we 
walk on. I would love to hear from 
you about your own ideas on what 
we can do to save our country. E- 
mail me at observer@necc.mass.edu 
and I'll pick the best of the best to be 
published in the first issue of spring 
‘09! 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) - Over the next 
few days family mem- 
bers may need to clarify 
home roles. Late Monday 
expect loved ones to openly discuss 
recent emotional or financial deci- 
sions. Long-term romance and 
shared daily duties are accented. If 
so, remain patient and settle all out- 
standing concerns: delicate social or 
family arrangements may be 
involved. Later this week ask key 
officials for written instructions or 
detailed explanations: confusing 
documents may soon require public 
negotiations. 


z § 


Aries 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20)’- Personal ques- 
tions and subtle romantic 
comments may be an 
ongoing theme for the next 3 days. 
Early this week watch for long-term 
friends or lovers to clarify past 
events, decisions or promises. 
Confidently state your emotional 
needs and daily expectations. All is 
well. After Wednesday a recent 
property dispute or newly settled 
legal issue may demand further 
negotiations. Don't delay: at present 
others may take advantage of vague 
details or ask for extra time, atten- 
tion or money. 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21) - Search for reli- 
able answers from loved 
ones this week. At pres- 
ent deep emotional fears 
or past social doubts may be slow- 
ing progress in key relationships. 
Refuse to be dissuaded: by the end 
of next week friends, lovers and 
close relatives will follow your lead. 
Tuesday through Friday pay atten- 


Gem 


tion to complex business alliances 
or rare political discussions. 
Workplace dynamics may now be 
unusually strained. Find private 
clarity: previously trusted rules will 
soon be re-established. 


ay CANCER (June 22- 
Oy July 22) - For many 

Cancerians romantic 

Cancer optimism is now return- 
ing. Over the next few days let new 
attractions and light social encoun- 
ters naturally develop. Newly begun 
relationships will greatly expand in 
the coming months: watch for 
steady emotional gains and renewed 
interest to now arrive. 
Thursday key officials may deny 
responsibility in vital workplace 
projects. Remain silently support- 
ive: ongoing errors and rare power 
struggles may soon become a strong 
influence. 


N 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) - Creativity, social 
awareness and sudden 
intuitions are now due to 
increase. Late Monday 
expect a mood of inner reflection 
and calm acceptance to arrive. Areas 
strongly affected are past romantic 
or family decisions, group ethics or 
lost time in key relationships. 
Remain focused: there's much to 
learn. Wednesday through Sunday 
accents bold statements of affection 
in friendships and romance. Stay 
flexible: someone close may now 
wish to commit to revised home or 
family plans. 


Im 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) - Early this 
week workplace negotia- 
tions will require creativ- 


After . 


ity and extra dedication: after 
Monday expect key officials to limit 
new projects or offer only restricted 
permissions. Muddle through and 
find positive methods: although 
controversial, fresh ideas. are 
extremely worthwhile. Thursday 
through Saturday family relation- 
ships may be temporarily strained. 
Past financial records, daily budgets 
and home expenses may be a key 
source of concern. Don't hesitate: 


offer bold solutions. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) - Act as workplace 


QO 


suis mediator this week, if 
Libra possible. Colleagues or 
new Officials may now 

dispute trusted policies. Some 


Librans may also experience a brief 
financial disagreement between 
loved ones. Plan revised budgets 
and fresh family activities. Change 
is needed. After Wednesday many 
Librans will experience a powerful 
wave of nostalgic memories. 
Sentimental reflection is healthy: 
pay close attention to insights and 
wisdom concerning past friendships 
and abandoned promises. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Wy Nov. 22) Early this week 
a friends or lovers may 
Scorplo deny their past actions, 

words or decisions. Pay 
private attention to draining social 


triangles and allow loved ones 


added time for contemplation. New 
romantic rules and social expecta- 
tions will soon be put to the test. 
After mid-week business relation- 
ships may be briefly complicate by 
workplace politics and private 
power struggles. Ignore all emotion- 
al statements: at present colleagues 


and officials may express unrealistic 
opinions. 


SAGITTARIUS 

(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - 
Sentimental reflection 

ittarius Will have a powerful 
og influence this week. 
Before mid-week watch close rela- 
tives or loved ones for delightful 
signs of affection and long-term 
support. Unattached Sagittarians 
will experience fast romantic intro- 
ductions. Enjoy private moments 
with’ friends or lovers: this is the 
right time to expand meaningful 
relationships and offer new promis- 


es. Thursday through Saturday high- ’ 


lights complex workplace alliances: 
avoid group pressure, if possible. 
oO 22-Jan. 20) - Colleagues 
“\/* may this week pose 
Capricort ynusual questions or 
request detailed descriptions of past 
projects. Avoid disclosing key facts, 
figures or amounts. Over the next 
few days practical information may 
be easily misinterpreted. Go slow 
and remain true to original values. 
After Wednesday respond quickly 
and honestly to last minute romantic 
or social invitations. Someone close 
may this week reveal deep affec- 


tions or long-term expectations. 
Take time for reflection. 


NAV 21-Feb. 19) - Social rela- 
¥ tions or family triangles 
Aquarius may now be complicated 

-by new group plans. 
Before mid-week times, dates and 
revised schedules will be confusing. 
Use this time to settle long-standing 
disputes, introduce fresh activities 


‘ 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


AQUARIUS _ (Jan. 


and clearly outline future goals. 
After Thursday a powerful wave of 


romantic and spiritual insight 
arrives. Key issues may involve 
family traditions, home expectations 
or vital promises. Express your 
thoughts: loved ones will respond 
with compassion. 


} 


Pisces 


PISCES (Feb.. 20- 
March 20) - Honesty 
between loved ones will 
now encourage emotional 
commitment. Late 
Monday expect a close friend or 
lover to reveal their passed history 
or offer a rare glimpse into their pri- 
vate world. Take all as a compliment 
and watch for powerful romantic 
overtures: others may now need to 
witness your dedication, insight and 
loyalty. Later this week some 
Pisceans will be asked to correct the 
mistakes of a past colleague. Go 
slow: vital facts and figures may be 
at issue. Rasy 


If your birthday is this 
week...workplace dynamics may be 
unusually complicated before mid- 
January. Watch for key officials to 
soon revise short-term agendas or 
announce important improvements 
to team leadership. Carefully con- 
sider all-subtle changes: for many 
Sagittarians this is a time of mean- 
ingful career changes and unexpect- 
ed workplace advancement. At pres- 
ent, newly revealed office policy 
will tend to foreshadow the business 
politics of the coming 8 months. 
After mid-March a series of dynam- _ 
ic friendships are due to arrive in 
your life. Much of 2009 will bring” 
valuable social and romantic choic- 
es. Stay alert to exotic or uniquely 
passionate proposals. : 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


As we've 
seen from a few 


‘game that we 
“love to watch 
them play, is just too much to ask. 
Some people tend to have a comment 
for everything, regardless of your 
platform, if you want to speak your 
mind, you'll do it. It doesn’t matter 
your profession, actors are always 
offering their political opinions to the 
public. It’s all opinionated and none 
of it is relevant to their profession. 
But sometimes your opinion can 
come back to get the best of you, as it 
has done for Sean Avery of the Dallas 
Stars and his career in the NHL. 
Although Avery has been one of the 
most controversial players in the 
NHL since 2005, it’s comments that 
he made off the ice that might have 
him removed from the game indefi- 
nitely. Maybe its not so much a per- 
sonal statement as it is a personality 
defect, but for some reason, certain 
athletes like Avery throw their multi- 


million dollar careers away when all 


they needed to do was silence their 
voices. 

Before gétting into the specifics 
of the travesty that is Avery’s 2008 


‘season, look at what he’s been doing 


to the reputation of the league since 
2005. The first recorded incident in 
the professional life of Avery came at 
the expense of French Canadian born 
hockey __ players, specifically 
Phoenix’s Denis Gauthier after lay- 
ing a hit on Avery. 

“T think it was typical of most 
French guys in our league with a 
visor on, running around playing 
tough and not back anything up,” he 
said, commenting on the idle play 
and pretend toughness of Gauthier. 

Instead of personally attacking 
Gauthier himself, he chose to take 
the ignorant role of bringing forth the 
player’s nationality in his comments. 
Again in 2005, Avery made headlines 
in the worst kind of way when he 
accused fellow puck handler Georges 
Laraque of using the racial epithet 


“monkey”, which ultimately turned 


into a battle of hearsay which led to a 
league investigation, although not 
enough evidence was produced to 
take any further actions. In 2006, 
while playing for the Sacramento 
Kings, he was sent home prior to the 
final three games of the season after 
a “disagreement with the coaching 
staff’. In 2007, Avery was fined 
$2,500 by the league for a pre-game 
fight with Toronto’s Darcy Tucker; a 
scuffle the league says Avery ignited. 
And finally, prior to the latest show- 
ing of misconduct, his actions alone 
prompted a rule change in the league 
itself. Earlier in the season he was 
screening New Jersey goalie Martin 
Brodeur with his hands and stick dur- 
ing a power play, posing as a distrac- 
tion. The league ultimately deemed 
this particular move, even though 
beneficial to a team, unsportsmanlike 
like conduct: Maybe if they caught 
Mario Lemieux doing it back in the 
day they would have let it slide, but 


The Trouble with Avery 


| Sean Avery’ days in 
| Dallas have come to 
| an end 


MCTCampus photo 


Sean Avery watches a game from the bench, next 
game, he’ll be watching from the home. 


not someone with the track record of 
Avery. Which brings us the latest and 
greatest in the ongoing saga that is 
the life of Sean Avery, and sadly he 
may have ended his own career, over 
a woman. 

On Tuesday, Dec. 2, during a 
morning skating practice, Avery, 
gathered in front of the media, decid- 
ed to once again exercise his lips 
instead of his legs, this time calling 
out Calgary Flames’ defenseman 
Dion Phaneuf, who is dating Avery’s 
old girlfriend, actress Elisha 
Cuthbert. 

“T am really happy to be back in 
Calgary, I love Canada... I just want 
to comment on how it’s become like 
a common thing in the NHL for guys 
to fall in love with my sloppy sec- 
onds. I don’t know what that’s about. 
Enjoy the game tonight,” Avery said. 

The league responded to his 
comments quickly, they were 
deemed “detrimental” to both the 
Dallas Stars and the NHL itself. 
Within hours he had-been suspended 
indefinitely until further notice, 
including being suspended for the 
game that night. Stars owner Tom 
Hicks. released a statement shortly 
thereafter in obvious full support of 
the leagues decision. 

“Had the league not suspended 
him, the Dallas Stars would have. 
This organization will not tolerate 
such behavior, especially from a 
member of our hockey team. We hold 
our team to a higher standard and we 
will continue to do so,” Hicks boldly 
stated. 

The league has said that the com- 
ments made by Avery were in viola- 
tion of NHL by-law 17 and Article 6 
of the NHL Constitution for conduct 
“detrimental to the league and the 
game of hockey”. In other words, 
Sean Avery has become an embar- 
rassment to the league and the game 
of hockey. Avery is a prime example 
of someone with a piss poor attitude 


being put in the spotlight, the worst | 


case of which I’ve seen in sports 
since John Rocker. I’m not sure if 
anyone out there can still remember 
the former Atlanta Braves closing 
pitcher who made numerous racist 
comments throughout his career, but 
at least he made up for it by, one, 
receding from the game of baseball 
and two, publicly stating that he will 
ride the New York subway prior to a 
game in New York, specifically the 6 
train, so if you had a problem with 
him, you’d know where to find him. 
At least he gave the people he 
offended their fair shot at redemp- 
tion, don’t expect as much from 
Avery. 

Avery’s coach and teammates 
have had it with his unnecessary 
antics. Coach Dave Tippert said it 
was “crossing the line” to disrespect 
an opponent the way that he did. 
Tippert also said it would be hard to 
bring Avery back to a locker room 
where he ruined all continuity. 


Granted during the season there’s a 
lot of trash talking going down on the 
ice, what Avery did was taking it too 
far. The players of Dallas have also 
spoken out against Avery. 

Stars Goalie Marty Turco called 
it “a slap in the face,’ but Mike 
Modano, who JS the Dallas Stars 
showed concerns with the bigger pic- 
ture, “ Our perception around the 
league has been tarnished. In the past 
we've been a quiet, confident group 
and we need to get back to that” he 
said. 

Stars co-General Managers, Brett 
Hull and Les Jackson, each stated 
their disappointment in Avery’s deci- 
sion making. 

“This goes beyond hockey and 
beyond the game on the ice, and 
that’s what bothers me,” Hull said. 
“We have talked and talked and 
talked about being on the edge with- 


in the game but not going over the — 


line. We told him from the start that 
he cannot do things that would 
embarrass the organization. Ever 
since the start here, this organization 
has been built on class, and there is a 
responsibility to the organization, to 
the owner and his family, and to the 
city and the fans to maintain that 
class. Play hard, push the game on 
the ice, but do not embarrass the 
organization.” 

The Stars announced on Sunday, 
Dec. 14, that they would not allow 
Avery to return to the team, and that 
both parties agreed that it was clearly 
not in the best interest for Avery or 
the team, that he return. 

Brett Hull made the statement, 
and continued by saying “ The mes- 
sage here is: no distractions. Sean 
can focus on resolving his personal 
issues and the Stars will have closure 
on this episode. The team needs to 
put its energies into winning. We do 
care about Sean and want what is 
best for him. We’ve agreed to help 
find him a place to play hockey once 
he addresses his personal issues” 
Hull said. 

At this juncture, his contract is in 
effect for another four years and his 
playing ability is unquestionable. He 
is an enforcer, and a professional agi- 
tator on the ice, but sadly off the ice 
as well. By next summer, if he seeks 
the therapy and rehabilitation that the 
league requires of him, there is a 
chance to see Avery playing in the 
NHL again, but it won’t be for the 
Dallas Stars. Any way you chose to 
look: at this situation, it’s bad, for 
Avery, for the Stars and for the game 
of Hockey. There is no excuse for a 
good career like Avery’s to take such 
a turn for the worse in the way that it 
did. You’re an athlete, get off the 
soapbox and just play the game 
you’re paid to play, you moron. If we 
cared about your personal views or 
opinions then they would pay you for 
those but we don’t, in turn, it is you 
Mr. Avery who is paying for them 
now. 
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Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1.Who holds base- 
ball’s career best 


batting average of 
067 ? 


2. Who was the first 
NBA scoring champ 
to become a head 
coach in the league? 


3. What city hosted 
the first ever nation- 
ally televised boxing 


match in 1951? 


4. In what year did 
the NBA start the 24 
second shot clock? 


5. Who was the first 
Heisman winner to 


play professional 
football? 
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& Wall-2-Wall Wednesday Night 
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— REIN lt Transfer your credits. 


Winterisour... ff /ransform your life. 


Make the move to Northeastern and take the next step in your 
education. The College of Professional Studies is committed to 
making a Northeastern University education accessible with fast 
and flexible credit transfers, competitive tuition, and a variety of 
financial aid packages. 


e More than 35 undergraduate degrees 
e Flexible evening and online courses 
e Fast-track accelerated bachelor’s degrees 


Bring Your College ID & Receive | IANS . eM OS at 
& 5 Off Prime Time Tickets | |} Northeastern University 


or Valley Road College of Professional Studies ° 
$5 Off Gunstock Rocks 0 a Pdech ; 
; ext terms start January 5" and February 17°": 

rages 877.668.7727 www.northeastern.edu/cps/transfer 


Need a part-time job? 


Your time is valuable — 


Don't waste your time looking for “any” old job... 
Work for a great company - Gold Medal Bakery! 


Gold Medal Bakery, a commercial bakery in Fall River,MA is hiring for year-round work! Work asa 
Part-Time Bakery Products Representative servicing 2 supermarkets in the Amesbury, MA/Exeter, — 
NH territory. | cae 


A state-of-the-art, family-owned commercial bakery in business for almost 100 years, Gold Medal provides 
private label bakery offerings of bread, rolls and English muffins to major supermarkets. 


Duties include: Merchandising product, Maintaining inventory, Managing orders via handheld computer 
Job work week: Mon/Tues/Thur/Sat mornings 8-11am. Must be abletowork Saturdays. 


Minimum qualifications: Basic computer experience required. Compensation: $140 per week 


Don’t miss out - Apply now! 
Request an application at gmbhr@goldmedalbakery.com 


21 Penn Street - Fall River -» MA 02724 ae See ; = Tel: 508.674.5766 - Fax: 508.674.6090 


